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<Abstract>

The purpose of this study is to explore the lived experiences of older single mothers and their co-resident, ever-single daugh-
ters with a focus on the meanings of co-residence and the mechanism of their relationships. The participants of in-depth inter-
views were four pairs of mothers (61-64 years) and their daughters (36-41 years). Two mothers were widows, one was divorced,
and one had a husband in a persistent vegetative state. Our thematic analysis revealed that intergenerational co-residence was
a comfortable, satisfactory lifestyle for most participants. However, some mothers felt uncomfortable about their daughter’s
delayed marriage and their responsibilities for caring for their adult children. The mothers tended to rely on their daughters
emotionally, and the daughters relied on their mothers for housework. Most participants viewed the co-resident daughter as
a child who was not an adult yet, except for one daughter who financially supported the mother. The participants were con-
cerned that others may view their co-residence negatively because the daughters were not married despite social norms about
the appropriate age of marriage. The mothers did not want to be considered a barrier to their daughter's marriage, and the
daughters did not want to be viewed as a child who would abandon their older single mothers. It appeared that the moth-
er-daughter relationship was enmeshed based on the mother’s sense of responsibility for her child and the daughter’s sense
of sympathy toward her mother. In this co-dependent relationship context, the daughter’s marriage became a complicated

choice both for the mothers and daughters.

ATA|(Key words): W& (mother-daughter relations), Hl& <l H(ever-single daughter), At It F7(intergenerational
co-residence), °FHA| F-A|(father absence)
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3 FoAAelAl dstz FoAA A 2 F3eheA & ob=¢l A57F 1A= H.
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ol #A4E& AM Y & A9 FAAE wieA 2 Az
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4% 5 F 8Holdth o5 MyhA EAX <Table 1> olg3te] FHEAE HIE B ojrUE HoE B3}
of AXNE W&t 2ok B A oy AR W o, oS TAM WA A¢ mUdA Ayl o
61-6441(1953-1956 3 ) = 60tH ét&o AL, = AP g &2 ooplE E7] of7] Wi, ASHHS o
2k 36-4141(1976-1981AA) = 30t] Fwkol|Af 40t ZRto Huel 2s 747 Mz wuA AAsgd. ASHEds
2A A oMyl usgFEe $F 29 dE 21 AABE7] Aol B4 Wigol AFFAe] & SollA Hloly
oj1, B WEFES 1E 18, AEUE 29, A4t 1 7 ¥EE BHANS FHlstanh. dPAZ 23 W
gog gofstdit oMy AP ALY, AT, E2 A7AR Wb EAE GotE 5 e ARH
QARTAL SRR, B Qe A 29, 2o 54 AEF 549 W4, s U A4, 2] FE
A 2 & FEALY W, FF
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201 ooz

e BEr
e Ty, AfFHE

A, dEvHIEAR. orye] A5 913
50014 A oA qFatsla, ge] &5 1007
o Furell A 5E 2008 A0 %
APE 244, o]E 1AM, AVIUY A EQIRE A4
AT AP =

ol EQ A9
At 19 B
% AR, g7

ZR7A QT oA 2

3 E ]

e
A7k 224,

AA 1/\}?,1],

YT 1A AT %7%3}7‘:— O 77l 2y

HIE ofg Al W] 7%=

7357k 34k,
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Table 1. Participant Characteristics at the Time of Interview

bl jS [e]
&7 B EURA diek A7 Folitt

ASEAL 2017'd 193} 29 Apolol] o] FojHth. A
FolzAl Ao H2& Adwstal d7Ee FolME

Te F Ay
WIE U 5 JES A7 Acke TR agith F

& AYAPS BT,

A& &Aool Aoks FA ¥

slople] B8l W AR oM, %712 % (probing) S
285 Beald ATRAAI} olop|F 9%, o), Het
52 23 Wol 4 Y= ST, 7 AzEPL o

Mother 1~ Daughter 1 Mother 2 Daughter 2 Mother 3~ Daughter 3 Mother 4  Daughter 4

Age 62 39 o4 36 63 41 61 38
Educational 4-year Master’s Middle 2-year Middle High 4-year 2-year
level university degree school college school school university college

. Music Stay-at- Office Senior care Tele- Music Office
Job Business . . .

instructor home mother ~ worker provider marketer instructor worker

Monthly income 5 600,000+ 2,500,000 None 2000000 1500000  -oo0t0 1500000 2,800,000
(KRW) -1,900,000
Reason for Persistent vegetative state Deceased Deceased Divorced
father absence
Length of father 5 years 26 years 23 years 29 years

absence
Housing

Other family
member in the
household

Source of living
expenses

Rented detached house

Unmarried son
(D1’s younger brother)

Mother

Owned multiplex house

Unmarried son

(D2’s older brother)

Co-resident son

Subsidized apartment Owned apartment
Unmarried son

(D3’s younger brother) None

Mostly mother Mostly daughter
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ASHAE Ass FAEA W (thematic analysis)<
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st FAE EF3H WHoIthV. Braun & V. Clarke,
2006). ¥ AFol|lA= V. Braun and V. Clarke(2006)7}
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=&H 34 %—xﬂﬂ 2 7t g 2ol ASEA:
ME ddEHe 4 FAEY HFE FAsY 9
gk A4S sk ofHA FA HlE 23 o
Uzt A Abe gellA oful A =29 e sAY
‘BAATE wEbM B Aol s A tidk )
23 ojmye] WA'eh=s F R HFE HHEkd
A A E E2E HFE SHMA Tedte A
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AgEA 0 BlFAS FHs] 98 4919 AFAE
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r°l‘
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4
>
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oft frt rlo

T

1AM = A=l A8y Asse AssiA7] 9 9 B FAEE, FAE A4 2 Aus}, d7AHe] 8
4 AT Gt 4Ue FUSA SAS NE B 4 Bol g s, Ws, oulde] AFATE 53
3olrUE o d4 7 A e Wy ARE 9 o wushl ode wasy zeds HEL AT
Atk o] YA AZEH Az P olHE Holn  me AMATURE FRe TAP A=t AT
AT 7L S bl U ASER W AR 4T 4 A7 19¢ £ 5udE e AA A7AS)
SER A2 wgsA el olHd g7l AE= 3 Y M FRolg ¥ RE Sl WY 4, 2
AE A B ooiH ARl E ZE OB o] RO ARRE Ade sk olEd AHe AXH A FAS HFE
AAH R ol = SUATH AT

2eAlI M= ASHA ARl sl d7AEel 474
29 e Aotk A A7 AE =29 A]iol vt
e F g g ojrjy AEE oA 9 SISt
A7Ake] E 129 Ajle] 2§ Ee A7 vy
Table 2. Emergent Themes

Major themes Sub-themes

» Comfortable, pleasant co-residence versus uncomfortable, unpleasant co-residence
Meanings of co-residence * Mothers relying emotionally on daughters and daughters relying on mothers for housework

» Others’ negative perceptions

Mechanisms of the
mother-daughter relationship

* Enmeshed mother-daughter relationships
* Dependent daughters versus providing daughters
* Daughter’s marriage as a complicated choice
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